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Sifunda Kunye drama in the literacy center has a wide variety of activities that our learners enjoy to take part in. Sanga Mabulu 
is a full time dedicated artist that assist all learners with extra mural activities. During the term warm up, costume face stage 
make up done by our very talented young learners. With limited resources our learners did stage make up, and it was realistic.  

During the month of August we celebrated women’s month, our drama club did a performance at prize giving grade 12 prayer 
ceremony. We celebrated great achievements and women in general.  

Please visit our website—Sanga Mabulu teaches drama and warm up exercises.   

 



 

 

At the beginning of the year St Matthew's High school learners had to elect their LRC representa-
tives. This seemingly simple project took longer to organize due to the COVID Regulations that 
meant the learner could not all be at school at the same time. Eventually everything was orga-
nized and we were all able to vote. We elected for LRC President Likho Ngemtu,  for the first 
time we have 2 Deputy Presidents,Sipumeze Mkuli and Lisakhanya Gadu. The three of them had 
to deliver speeches talking about their main aims for the school. Now, the question is, '' Are they 
willing to make history? '' Well, their actions will have to prove that. 

 

Likho Ngemtu said '' My main focus about this school are three Rs which are reach, respect and 

relationship. Going to relationship, it is literally one of my first priorities will be to create oppor-

tunities for everyone to display their skills and talents. Secondly I would like to create an atmos-

phere of respect in classrooms. Thirdly let us strive to reach our full potential. '' Now from my 

knowledge quoting and listening attentively to what the school president was addressing to the pupils I believe 

that he is trying to brief us about the key aspects, actually the important things or the basics of what makes a 

school perfect and recognisable which is : discipline. Such powerful words by our president. 

 

Sipumeze Mkuli , the Vice President of the school. She basically gave us the definition of her name and she ought 

to believe that her name carries leadership, indicates aspects of destiny and luck, evokes cheerfulness and 

shrewdness, also willing to reap and to soar. Such a scarce thing to do while presenting a speech 

was when she used a couple of Xhosa words which is good but also unique and  rare. She said 

this, I quote, '' Ukuze siphumelele, simele sikulungele ukuncama izinto ezithile ukuze siphumeze 

izigqibo zethu. '' Her main focus for the school was characteristics and qualities of being a stu-

dent / candidate, she illustrated this by means of using a pencil as an example. Which a the five 

qualities of a pencil, she said. In those qualities she involved God, also a pencil always leaves a 

mark, a pencil that is not a wooden exterior but the graphic insight so meaning being humble and 

respecting the learners and teachers is what matters lastly she involved mistakes that a pencil can be 

erased meaning you can learn from your mistakes. It was indeed a powerful speech because she 

involved characteristics, challenges and life lessons which is what we face each and everyday. 

 

Last but not least , Lisakhanya Gadu the Vice President who will be in charge when it comes to the 

school hostel, hostel dwellers and so on. Basically everything that has to do with the school hostel. 

Ms Gadu talked mainly about creating history in our school not just the school but making history in 

our country in the next years as black children. I quote, '' My main focus is to change St Matthew's High school 

into the best vision of itself which education, sports and discipline, actually changing many narratives. Firstly the 

narrative of thinking that we as black children are inedequate. Secondly thinking that our success is limited and 

knowing change is indeed a difficult transition. As an individual I believe we can push and actualize what we 

want to achieve as pupils and also as a school premises by never giving up. At the end of the day it's all about 

believing and making decisions now in that, that is what I believe as Vice President '' By observing and listening 

to her speech I take a very tenacious and fearless young lady. That was unique and enticing speech. 
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Siyandisa Trust Scholarship for St Matthews learner 

A candidate who is doing Grade 12 in St Matthew's High school, by the name Mbuka 

Likho, was able to land a scholarship from Siyandisa Trust.  His plans for the next year are 

that he intends to pursue a bachelor's degree in Economics at the University of Witwa-

tersrand. He dreams of being an inspiration to his peers in his community and to be a well 

known Economist. Such a rare career to be chosen by a student but this learner believes 

in dreams. Now as a future economist he believes that he'll create job opportunities for 

the youth in his community to decrease the unemployment rate, which is good because 

the community will benefit alot of things from him. He says that such things require a 

group effort and he is hopeful that he'll meet those requirements of acceptance for the 

scholarship. He knows that and he is certain that the people who'll support him is Siyandi-

sa. 

Likho Mbuka said the story behind him achieving many things academically was that he 

knew this scholarship will make a big difference in his life also in his tuition as it will be an 

opportunity to plough back by making a positive impact in his community. Mr Mbuka 

believes as an individual that he'll always be an inspiration to his peers and schoolmates. 

Basically his story is all about being a role model and a motivator too, who's able to in-

spire others. '' At the end of the day. I'm a person who's all about actualizing aspirations. I am a tenacious young black child will to strive 

and hoping others will strive too. '' He said. Mbuka felt very excited and hugely privileged for this opportunity of being awarded. 

When he was asked to give a message to the youth, he said '' The most important thing that I'll tell the youth is that one must invest 

time in knowing themselves. We are products of our internal dialogue and external circumstances are reflection of those. It is important 

for one to have a strong belief and assertion to revealing your aspirations. Consistent hard work will keep one afloat for as long as you 

stick to these values and aspirations. You are more than capable, hard work pays off. Jonga Phambili Uzingise , look ahead and per-

serve, as our school motto says '' As I asked my fellow schoolmate this particular question he showed being courageous and being an 

intellect because he believes dreams do come true indeed. 

Given a question, '' A quote that inspires you? '' The candidate responded and said that his favorite quote is '' If you hear a voice within 

you saying you can't paint, then by all means paint and that voice will be silenced, '' 

'' I would like my peers to think of this quote every time they feel disheartened, they should remember that there are no limits to their 

success. '' He said. 

Motivation for people who want this scholarship? '' Work and maintain high percentages, especially the final report of Grade 11, always 

aim high percentages in all your subjects. Learn until you know it, the sky is the limit. Also remember that one's future should never be 

determined by his/her background it literally doesn't matter where you come from. '' Such powerful and aspiring words from our candi-

date, Likho Mbuka. This student is making history in our school, something that will leave a mark in our school and it'll be unforgettable 

because he is the first student in our school to get a Siyandisa Scholarship. Now this is history , let history repeat 

itself, Saint Matthew's. 

 

Written by Mpondo Natasha 



 

 

 

The inspiring story of Siyada Quma. 

Siyanda Quma what an inspiring artist. 

Siyanda has a natural talent, through had work and dedication and the believe “pursue your dreams’’ he has 

inspired many at St Matthews High School. Sifunda Kunye educational project facilitator Sanga Mabulu that is 

full time at St Matthews has guided and encouraged this young man.  

Siyanda is an artist striving for success, his raw talent is pleasant. Siyanda has a talent as a artist and expresses 

himself though is drawings.  

He hopes his art will take him places. Siyanda is quiet and pleasant person, and he hopes his art will speak to 

many. 

If you look at art though drawings, the feeling of escaping reality and receiving a message though the eyes of the 

artis is his aim. 

Siyanda decided to share one of his drawings with us, which is based on colorism. 

The artist said, '' The drawing is based on the disease of vitiligo and it has a black person that has this disease , 

but I want to express it based on colorism. We're basically talking about colorist painting characterized using 

intense color which becomes the dominant feature of the resultant work of art, more important than its other 

qualities. '' 

 Many that learnt from Siyanda’s paintings said about the story behind the drawing was that art can be ex-

pressed in different types of ways which seems to be interesting and so cliché in a way.  Art is art and it is meant 

to be expressed. Well done to Siyanda for inspiring us all by showing how talented our pupils are any child can 

be so talented in a miraculous way. 

 

 Let us actualize our aspirations, let's follow and pursue our dreams. 
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Our annual prize giving was an memorable event this year, we celebrated all our top achievers and ended our service with 
a special prayer service for our grade 12 learners. 

We would like to thank Sanga from Sifunda Kunye and Sifunda Kunye drama learners for making this event spectacular. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

What is reading clubs? 

It’s a relaxed environment that is more like home than school. Nobody is forced to come – it’s something you choose to do. 

It’s a place where people who love stories and books meet regularly to read, tell stories and talk about what they are reading 

with children of all ages. Sometimes they also do other fun activities related to stories and books.  often there’s time for club 

members to write too… because reading and writing go together. All of these things can happen in any language – in fact, most 

of the clubs tell and read stories in at least two languages! 

Sifunda Kunye reading clubs: 

Sifunda Kunye reading clubs run on a specific guided program. (guided line program to assist with planning for reading club is 

attached below) 

Sifunda Kunye has integrated recording sheets to reading clubs that records information for use by facilitators, teachers and 

Sifunda Kunye program manager to assess progress of all aspects of the clubs. 

We included: 

Planning guidelines of program, (you can edit to suite your time line etc.) 

Evaluation of student facilitators 

This assist in gathering of information to assist faculty and Sifunda Kunye to sculpt and improve facilitators in their 

roles. Assistance for recognising outstanding facilitators and then ultimately reward though the title of facilitator of 

the year.  

Attendance register  

Comment on reading club learners. Shows improvements, outstanding excellent achievement by learners or even identifi-

cation of learners showing difficulties of specific literacy areas.   

Creative activities collected and send home to show parents learners progress and activities in reading clubs.  

Recording measures will also identify possible challenges and improvements, positive impact of reading clubs. 

The outcome should always be to improve and to ensure good quality impactful reading clubs. 
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Simamkele Sityo,- reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School. 

 

The Sifunda Kunye Program helped me to improve my skills and abilities to learn how to 

read and socialize with children from different backgrounds;  help improve their lives 

through reading, writing books , kindness and creativity. Every Saturday is way to impact 

lives. Throughout Art, Reading, Writing poems, Playing games, Singing, Dancing, we impact 

lives and create skills that is lasting. Personally I feel Sifunda Kunye reading Club genuinely 

means building confidence , making friends and having a lot of fun in the process. I enjoy 

being around each and every child and showing them the amazing world of Reading and 

Writing and showcasing their skills and talents . I know now by reading you can see the 

world in a different perspective. I believe that every person was born with intelligence and 

talent so this Club gives us a lot of opportunities learn and improve the lives of our school 

and community. 
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Philasande kama – Reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School. 

 I am currently doing grade 11 learner at St Matthew's high school . I am a reading club facili-

tator for sifunda kunye  community reading club.  

Since I was chosen as a reading club facilitator, I have grown to love  reading more, I have 

learnt patience. I love working with the little readers. working with children has played a huge 

role in my confidence, personality and the way I see things . I am now enthusiastic in every-

thing I do. The idea of working and being part of a planned reading club makes me excited to 

engage children with exciting games and techniques that improves communication skills and 

makes the learners excited and more engaging every week.  

Being part of this reading club this year will have a lasting effect on the way I see thing in life—adapting to different situa-

tions to accommodate needs is important.  I will forever remember the small contribution I made in benefiting our com-

munity kids through literacy.  

Lisakhanya Zono—Reading club facilitator St Matthews High School. 

I am currently in grade 11 at St Matthew's High School . I am a reading club facilitator for the 

Sifunda Kunye community reading club . 

 

Since I was chosen as a reading club facilitator I have grown to love reading , grown to be pa-

tient , enthusiastic in everything that I do . Working with children has played a huge role in my 

confidence , personality and the way I see things .  

 

The reading club will help me in  future career as a social worker.  Requirement of being  a good 

social worker one requires one to be a good communicator , to be empathetic and be pa-

tient.  The reading club is grooming me into the a more successful person so I can pursue my passion.                                            

My long term goal is to start a  organization that deals directly with children, mothers and women from abusive back-

grounds.   

Kuhle Bongco—Reading club Facilitator St Matthews High School 

I am a grade 11 learner who was chosen to be the facilitator at St Matthew's high school. Being 

in the reading club is a very big deal for me,  I like to work with children and i enjoy to being 

around them. The reading club has helped me to improved my self-confidence, I used to be very 

shy, but now I am talkative and a go getter. Working with the children and providing a feel safe 

environment to improve their literacy and creative skills have been a blessing.   

 

Sifunda Kunye reading club has help my chose my future  career.  I want to be a  foundation 

phase teacher and impact young lives I a positive way . Skills I have learned this year, I would be able to apply and encour-

age literacy in a creative way, the importance of introduction the love of reading at a early age is vital. 



 

 

 

Likhona Nobathana— Reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School.  

I am a grade 11 learner at the St.Matthews Anglican High school, I'm from Alice 

and I'm 17 years old. I was chosen as a Reading facilitator.  

 I'm an introvert, I prefer small groups than large groups. Working with young 

children made me confident in accepting my own personality. I enjoy to spend 

time with children younger than me. 

 

In Sifunda Kunye Community Reading club family I've learned a lot.  Things I 

have learned this year, a child learns best by being involved in learning, i 

learned that one mind, can sharpen many minds, i learned to be excited and not 

be afraid of new things, to be curious and Express yourself sincerely. To have a 

good heart and love.  

I love being around children they're are honest and refreshing and i love teaching them new things. Children are 

not afraid to express how they feel. 

Being  a facilitator helped  me to offer support, and not to judge people from different backgrounds and to give 

advice when needed.  I will always love, adore and support our younger generations.  

Amkele Manundu—Reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School. 

I am a grade11 learner who was also chosen to be the Reading club facilitator at 

St Matthew's High School. I am 16 years old and an introvert, always liked to be 

around children.  

 

In the Sifunda kunye Community Reading club I have learned how to communi-

cate with children and to improve my reading skills aswell. I think, whoever came 

up with the idea of having a reading club at our school was a genius, because the 

club allows the children to come out of their comfort zone, that allows us as facil-

itators to be patient when around the children because children learn at their 

own pace. Children get  bored very easy, they are impatient, that is why I think 

the fun activities that are being done at the reading club are good for them so 

that they don't focus on anything else expect reading in a interactive way.  

 

I know this experience will help me a lot in my career one day, the  skills one acquired from the reading club 

are huge. Skills learned so far is how to communicate well with others, I learn how to conduct yourself in 

front of others and that is exactly the skills I need to succeed in my career. Everything in the reading club is 

what I had hoped for and I wouldn't change a thing about it.  
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Siyolisiwe Kameni  — Reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School. 

I am 16 years old doing grade 11 at St Matthew's High school in Keiskammahoek. 

 

I am a people's person, I'm one of the Sifunda Kunye's Facilitators and I am very grateful to 

be a facilitator, I love being around children,  I admire children's endless energy, honesty, 

creativity and resilience. Children motivate me to be a better person and increase my own 

knowledge with all the curios questions they ask. I constantly find myself looking for answers 

in books and online. Children helped me gain confidence and grow an identity, knowing that 

my job is to help children achieve their potential , feel happier, safe  and a increased confi-

dence in themselves, brings a huge smile to my face! 

 

Kamva Ntlebi  - Reading club facilitator at St Matthews High School. 

I am currently in grade 11 at St Mathews High School . I am 18 years. I love reading club as 

reading is one of my hobbies . 

The Sifunda Kunye  Community Reading club I have learned that caring for one another 

and being helpful to someone else is very important. 

 

I love being around children, being around children brings out my inner child.    

I have learned that we must treat each other with love and respect, no matter from what 

background we come. I love that the club has increased my patience.  

 

  

 



 

You totally 

don’t want to 

think about it 

right now, but 

finals are just 

around the corner. That means you can add studying for them 

to your already vast to-do list. Here are some helpful hints on 

how to prepare for your exams and get everything else done. 

Tip 1: Start early 

Preparation for exams should begin earlier than the day before the test. You can’t cram an entire unit of information 

into an all-nighter. Get started at least a week before the exam. 

Tip 2: Organize 

Begin by making yourself a calendar outlining a daily schedule of topics for review. Cover a small amount of material 

for each class each day. Every time you complete a topic, give yourself a mini review. 

Tip 3: Outline 

Once you have decided what you need to study and how much time you need to spend studying, it is time to actually 

study. One of the best ways is to make succinct outlines. As you read over your textbook and class notes, write a brief 

summary for each topic. Highlight the areas in your outline that were most troublesome. When you have finished with 

all the material, you will have an outline you can review. 

Tip 4: Make flashcards 

Similar to outlining, making flashcards is a really helpful technique for studying. By writing down the information from 

your outline, you are already doing half the studying. Once the flashcards are complete, you will have a portable study 

packet to look over. 

Tip 5: Get help 

If you are having trouble memorizing something or a particular concept is just not sinking in, get help before it’s too late. 

Ask your teacher to go over a glitch you might be having. Or if memorizing 200 vocabulary words seems like too much 

to do, recruit your family members to quiz you with index cards. 

Tip 6: Sleep 

You need at least seven hours of sleep a night to function. Tests are designed to make you think. If you are sleep-

deprived, you won’t be able to remember any of the information you worked so hard to cram into your brain. 

Tip 7:Stay calm 

Do not panic at the exam! Even if at first glance the test is overwhelming, remember to breathe. If a question seems too 

hard, answer all the questions you know, then return to the ones you left blank. Remind yourself that you are prepared. 

Tip 8: Don’t rush 

You have spent at least two weeks studying, so what’s another couple of minutes? Work through the exam slowly and 

read all the questions before answering them. If you are done before the time is up, look over your answers. 


